Lancaster University Medical Society conference on Clinical Anatomy 
Report by Thomas McConnell BSc & Joseph McAleer

The 2nd Lancaster University Medical Society (MedSoc) conference was held this year on Saturday 8th May in the Management School Conference Centre at Lancaster University.  A sound knowledge of anatomy is a keystone of medical practice yet anatomy as a discipline increasingly has to jostle for position in a crowded medical curriculum.  Therefore the aim of this student organised and run conference was to present a view of anatomy that was interesting, relevant and which highlighted the importance of understanding and relevant knowledge.  Judging by the formal feedback analysis, it seems that it was a success and that the essential aims were achieved.  There was an attendance rate of 50% of the enrolment (104 people) and for the first time this year there was interest from students on premedical and related courses.  It was clear from the questions asked and the responsiveness of the audience that anatomy continues to absorb and engage medical students of all years.

 [image: image1.png]



Professor Susan Standring Keynote Lecturer

This year, we were exceptionally pleased to welcome Professor Susan Standring PhD DSc editor of Grays Anatomy as keynote speaker.  Susan presented a fascinating talk on the nasal and paranasal sinuses.  With her engaging style of presentation, witty anecdotes, puzzling case studies and excellent illustrations, everybody went away more knowledgeable.  At the end of the day, Susan closed the conference with a case study which underlined the essential part that anatomy plays in diagnosis. 
Professor Colin Ockleford DSc FRCPath opened the day’s proceedings with a discussion of some recent advances in anatomical research and their clinical implications.  Following a few applied examples from his own work on the extraembryonic membranes Colin chose to highlight recently published research* using Diffusion Tensor MRI imaging.  This type of research could have a significant impact on how we understand creativity and psychopathological illness.
Throughout the rest of the day, participants enjoyed a range of talks from clinicians about the anatomy they used in their professional lives.  These included Mr Jain orthopaedic surgeon, Mr Millner cardio thoracic surgeon, Mr Golash neurosurgeon, Mr Welch vascular surgeon and Mr Ball general surgeon.  Throughout the day there was an enjoyable variety of presentation styles on view, these ranged from the purely didactic to the highly interactive.  All were informative.
Particular thanks for their part in making this conference a success are owing to, Emma Smith and Katy Mitchell who meticulously organised the day and Ruth Hutchison for ensuring that a superb modern venue and facilities were available.
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